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MEXICO & VENEZUELA: 





presidential election cycle of 2012 in each country.  The results show that political leaders in both countries seem 
much more concerned about domestic issues rather than projecting a more positive public diplomacy image.  
The paper focuses on the history and political culture of both countries, which inevitably frames how both dealt 
ZLWKQHJDWLYHLQWHUQDWLRQDOLPSUHVVLRQVUHVXOWLQJIURPWKHHOHFWLRQV$OWKRXJK9HQH]XHODKDVKDGPDQ\PRUH
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year in Mexico, it seems there is no interest in atonement for the sins of the past in the political sphere that have 
KXUW9HQH]XHOD¶VLQWHUQDWLRQDOLPDJH
!rough the serendipity of the alignment of the electoral calendars in Venezuela and Mexico both countries 
scheduled presidential elections this year, and both did so with the potential to be watershed events.  Such chance 
provides opportunity to compare these important political systems and how their political leaders are considering 
so" power equations, if at all, in the potential for advancing their public diplomacy agendas.  Beyond the electoral 

















openings to truly challenge its dominance on a national level until 2000.  The PAN was formed originally by 
0H[LFR¶V&DWKROLFVDVUHDFWLRQDJDLQVWWKHVHFXODULVWVWDQFHRIWKH35,7KHSDUW\KDVIROORZHGFRQVHUYDWLYH
policies ever since, representing a pro-business, anti-abortion stance and representing what political analysts would 





































5DPVH\*HRIIUH\³0H[LFDQ2I¿FLDO$GPLWV6RPH$UHDV2XWRI*RYHUQPHQW&RQWURO´IURPInsight Crime, Feb. 10, 2012, available 
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who consolidate power, eliminating enemies along with institutions that would constrain their authority.
3ULRUWRRI¿FLDOO\GHFODULQJIRUUHHOHFWLRQLQ&KDYH]HQWHUHGWKH\HDULQXQFHUWDLQSROLWLFDOVWUDLWV7KH
LVVXHZDVKLVKHDOWK,QKHIRXJKWDSURWUDFWHGEDWWOHZLWKFDQFHUVSHQGLQJORQJSHULRGVLQ&XEDIRUVSHFLDO
therapy.  Some analysts openly wondered if he could campaign with anywhere near the vigor that he had displayed 
LQJRYHUQLQJ9HQH]XHODVLQFH


































0F&ORU\-RQDWKDQThe New Persuaders IIWKH,QVWLWXWHIRU*RYHUQPHQW






















of elite dominance, such as control of the media sector, has provided a leftist alternative in the region to the 
FRQIURQWDWLRQDOEOXVWHU\DQGDQWLHOLWHUKHWRULFRI&KDYH]$V1\HQRWHV³6RIWSRZHUGHSHQGVXSRQFUHGLELOLW\
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investment reports connected to the country seemed to respond to the standing of the challenger in the polls.
+RZHYHU&DSULOHV¶FDPSDLJQIDLOHGWRJDLQWUDFWLRQDIWHUZKDWDSSHDUHGWREHDVWURQJVWDUW,QSROOVWDNHQEHWZHHQ
0D\DQG$XJXVWRI&KDYH]PDLQWDLQHGDFRQVLVWHQWOHDGRISRLQWVKRZHYHUZLWKDSRRORISHUFHQW




pressured by the sense that their peers are supporting another candidate and, therefore, they vote for the projected 
ZLQQHUUDWKHUWKDQYRWLQJEDVHGRQWKHLULGHRORJLFDOFKRLFH6RPHYRWHUVZRXOGUDWKHUEDFNDZLQQHULQVWHDG
of someone who represents their political views but who has a reduced chance of winning.    Political polling in 
9HQH]XHODLVRIWHQSDUWRIWKHSDUWLVDQSURFHVVZKLFKGLIIHUVIURPWKHV\VWHPVLQRWKHUFRXQWULHVZKHUHWRSSROOLQJ
¿UPVDUHVHHQDVREMHFWLYHREVHUYHUV'XULQJWKH&KDYH]HUDSROOVSURYHGWREHZLGHO\GLYHUJHQWIURPWKH¿QDO
outcomes of various elections and plebiscites.    State-run media and government sources early in the campaign 
FRXQWHUDWWDFNHGSROOVWKDWVKRZHG&DSULOHVUXQQLQJFORVHO\ZLWK&KDYH]VD\LQJWKDWVXFKSROOVKDGSROLWLFDO
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soft power in the region.
+RZHYHUWKH¿HOGRILQWHUQDWLRQDOFDEOHQHWZRUNVUHYHDOVWKH&KLQHVH5XVVLDQV4DWDULVDQGRWKHUV
following similar soft power variants.  While some of those international broadcasting entities are seen merely 
DVSURSDJDQGDWRROVZKLFKGLPLQLVKHVWKHLUVRIWSRZHUVWDQGLQJRWKHURXWOHWVVXFKDV$O-D]HHUDVHHPWRKDYH
transcended the argument of whether they slant the news or frame the news for the political gain of their state 
VSRQVRUVIURPWKHLUSULPDU\DXGLHQFH¶VSRLQWRIYLHZ,QGHHG$O-D]HHUDUHSUHVHQWVDQHWZRUNWKDWKDVJDLQHG
credibility for its independent views, separate from the dominant media frames imposed by media in the United 
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remainder of the campaign.
7RLWVFUHGLWKRZHYHU7HOHYLVDSURYLGHGUHQRZQHGKLVWRULDQDQGSROLWLFDOFRPPHQWDWRU(QULTXH.UDX]HDLUWLPH
GXULQJLWVHOHFWLRQQLJKWFRYHUDJHWRFULWLFL]HWKHQHWZRUN¶VFRYHUDJHRIWKHFDPSDLJQ.UDX]HQRWHGWKDWDOWKRXJK





















































abuses of corruption and collusion.  Although elements of this protest movement are not new, the framing of such 
TXHVWLRQVKDYHQRWEHHQVRLPSRUWDQWWR0H[LFRGRPHVWLFDOO\RULQWHUQDWLRQDOO\VLQFHWKH35,¶VSUHVLGHQWLDOORVV









































have the taint of corruption.
7KHUHVXOWLVWKDWDZLQGRZRIRSSRUWXQLW\WRLPSURYHWKHVRIWSRZHULPDJHVRIERWK0H[LFRDQG9HQH]XHOD
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